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1 Introduc�on 
1.1 The reason for producing a 
management plan 
 
The Avon New Cut is a landmark feature of 
Bristol, travelled along and crossed by 
thousands of people daily, with its location and 
linear nature making it one of the most 
accessible green spaces and important green 
infrastructure sites within Bristol. The site offers 
great opportunities for education and for 
contact with nature. As a tidal river, the rise and 
fall of the water makes the Avon New Cut a 
fascinating, ever changing environment which 
can act as a springboard to appreciate its wider 
historic, geological and ecological importance 
through interpretive materials and educational 
activities.  
 

In managing the site for wildlife, educational 
use and public enjoyment it is essential that 
carefully planned and co-ordinated actions 
across departments within Bristol City Council  
(BCC) and partner organisations ensure that its 
interest can be both maintained and enhanced 
in the long term. For this reason, this 
Management Plan has been produced to set 
out how the Avon New Cut will be managed in 
the future so as to build on existing successes 
and work of Bristol City Council and the Friends 
of Avon New Cut (FrANC) to enhance the site 
for wildlife and people.  

1.2 The Purpose of the Plan 
 
This management plan has been written to: 
 
�� Assist Bristol City Council to look at the long-

term management of the site by setting 
policies and management priorities.  

 

�� Agree mutual objectives and a rolling 5-year 
work plan across Bristol City Council 
departments and with partner organisations 
to manage the site in the medium term. 

 

�� Aid in designating the Avon New Cut as a 
Local Nature Reserve, recognising its local 
special natural interest and educational and 
community value. 

 

�� Enable BCC to identify significant projects 
that are presently beyond its financial 
resources so that additional capital and 
revenue funding can be sought, possibly from 
outside organisations. 

 

�� Provide continuity by providing a stable plan 
when personnel change (staff, management 
and committee members retire or move on). 

 

�� Inform all interested user groups and 
individuals about the long-term future of the 
Avon New Cut and explain to them both the 
daily maintenance regime and the reasons 
behind any changes. 

1.3 The Process Used to Produce the 
Plan  
 
A number of surveys have been carried out 
over the years. These, and a more recent 
consultation with stakeholders identified four 
key themes. These themes have been used 
throughout the process of developing the 
Management Plan  its aims and 5 Year Work 
Plan. 
 

2006 
The Friends of the Avon New Cut (FrANC) was 
formally established as a constituted 
community group and registered charity. 
 

2007 
FrANC started the process of seeking to 
identify Bristol City Council’s responsibility for 
different aspects of the Avon New Cut. 
 

2008 
FrANC requested Bristol City Council to 
consider the Avon New Cut as a site for 
designation as a Local Nature Reserve. 
 

2009 
FrANC started work on the development of a 
management plan for the Avon New Cut. 
 

2010 
FrANC assisted Bristol City Council with the 
development of the Wild City project and 
recommended that the production of a  
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Community Input Management Plan for 
the Avon New Cut be included in the 
project’s programme. 
 

2011 
The Wild City project officer and FrANC 
started development of the 
Management Plan process, including 
stakeholder walks and facilitated 
workshops to identify the main themes, 
objectives and actions to be included in 
the Management Plan.   
 

2012 —13 
Development of the Management Plan. 
 

2014 
Management Plan Published.  
 
1.4 The Life of the Plan 
 
�� The plan covers a five year period 

with an associated work plan, . It will 
be reviewed and updated annually 
with stakeholders and key members 
of BCC staff. 

 

�� The plan as a whole will be reviewed 
every 5 years. 

 
1.5 Themes 
 
As outlined in 1.3 above, the Avon New 
Cut Management Plan has four key 
themes, each with an aim and a set of 
objectives which set out clear 
management targets (see section 6). 
Both the themes and the objectives may  

develop and alter as the local 
environment and strategic contexts 
change. Reviewing and investigating 
these issues will be an ongoing process 
throughout the lifetime of the Plan. 
 
The four themes are:  
 
1.5.1 Conservation and Enhancement 
Aim: To conserve and enhance the 
Avon New Cut for public enjoyment of 
the site and to ensure it is recognised 
as an asset for present and future 
generations. 
 

1.5.2 Visual and Physical Access 
Aim: To maintain and further improve 
the visual and physical accessibility of 
the Avon New Cut within the natural 
constraints of the site. 
 

1.5.3 Maintenance 
Aim: To ensure that the Avon New Cut 
is well managed and maintained, and to 
encourage active community 
involvement in its care and 
management, balancing public access 
and use with the topography and the 
wildlife and heritage value of the site.  
 

1.5.4 Information, Promotion and 
Education 
Aim: To provide maximum opportunities 
for interpretation, education and 
enjoyment of the Avon New Cut. 
 Avon New Cut  
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2 Policy Context 
This Management Plan complements the wider 
strategic context of Bristol City Council and its 
partners. It seeks to achieve the objectives of 
the strategic framework by translating those 
policies that are appropriate to the 
management of the Avon New Cut. The most 
relevant national and local strategies that have 
provided guidance and helped to steer and 
formulate objectives are listed below;  
 
2.1 Parks and Green Spaces Strategy 
(2009)   
 
The Parks and Green Space Strategy (P&GSS) 
is one of the key strategies relevant to this 
Management Plan. It outlines a 20-year 
investment programme for the future provision 
of green space and the facilities and services 
that should be provided. Its core vision is to 
create a city with good quality, attractive, 
enjoyable and accessible green spaces which 
meet the diverse needs of all Bristol citizens 
and visitors. 
 
2.1.1 Area Green Space Plans  
 

An area green space plan is both a spatial and 
investment plan for each Neighbourhood 
Partnership Area in the city.  Each plan will 
apply the standards and policies set out in the 
Parks and Green Space Strategy and 
ensure that the significant investment 
anticipated for green spaces is prioritised with  

the help of stakeholders and communities. 
 

The Avon New Cut is within the boundaries of 
the following Area Green Space Plans: 
 

�� Bedminster and Southville Area Green 
Space Plan: The South Bank of the Avon 
New Cut is included within the plan and is 
classified as natural green space, and is 
particularly important due to the low levels of 
other natural green space within the 
Southville / Bedminster area. 

 

�� Cabot, Clifton & Clifton East Area Green 
Space Plan: The section of the north bank 
comprising the Chocolate Path and green 
space at Cumberland Basin are included 
within the plan.  

 

�� Ashley, Easton & Lawrence Hill Area Green 
Space Plan: The section of the north bank 
alongside Clarence Road is within the 
boundaries of this Area Green Plan, however 
is not classed as accessible Green Space, so 
not referenced. The Plan does however cover 
the Avon Walkway which follows the river from 
Temple Meads Station, which is an important 
green corridor link for the Avon New Cut 

 

Area Green Space Plans can be viewed at 
www.bristol.gov.uk/agsp 
 
 

2.1.2 Bristol Biodiversity Action Plan (2008) 
 

The Bristol Biodiversity Action Plan provides 
the over-arching framework for habitat and 
species conservation in Bristol. Importantly, it 
also recognises the benefits of wildlife to 
people and helps to identify ways to better 
promote, and engage people in, biodiversity 
conservation in the city. 
 
2.2 Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) 
 
It is an aspiration of Bristol City Council and the 
Friends of Avon New Cut to officially declare 
Avon New Cut as a Local Nature Reserve 
under the 1949 National Parks and Access to 
the Countryside Act. Bristol’s Parks and Green 
Space Strategy outlines Bristol City Council’s 
aim to declare a network of up to sixteen LNRs 
in order to meet Natural England’s 
recommended national target of at least one 
hectare of LNR per thousand head of 
population. The strategy also details the policy 
to maintain LNRs to a high standard and to 
ensure that these key wildlife sites achieve 
their potential in terms of community 
involvement and environmental education. 
 

The benefits of LNR’s are multiple and include: 
 

2.2.1 Community benefits of LNRs 
 

�� Identifying a site as an LNR clearly indicates 
to the local community and to visitors to the 
site that it is an area to be protected and  
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managed primarily for wildlife and  
for the informal enjoyment of 
nature. 

�� The LNR designation elevates a 
site’s status and value in the eyes 
of both the Local Authority and the 
local community. Community 
groups gain a sense of pride in 
having their site selected for 
designation. 

�� Declaring LNRs helps meet 
targets for Bristol’s Parks and 
Green Space Strategy, Parks 
Wildlife Strategy and Biodiversity 
Action Plan to Establish a network 
of 16 Local Nature Reserves.  

�� LNRs typically attract positive 
media attention. 

 
2.2.2 Protection of wildlife 
 

�� Protection of important wildlife 
sites: by declaring a site as an 
LNR the local authority is making a 
commitment to manage the land 
as a nature reserve and to protect 
it from inappropriate uses or 
development; 

�� The number of LNRs designated 
by a local authority is a clear 
demonstration of the authority’s 
commitment to nature 
conservation; 

 
 

2.2.3 Fundraising benefits 
 

�� LNRs are likely to be more 
successful in attracting grant 
money than non-designated sites. 

 
2.2.4 Partnership working benefits 
 

�� LNRs often attract partnership 
working between the local 
authority, community groups and 
other organisations, such as the 
Wildlife Trust. 

�� To reach, or come close to 
reaching, English Nature’s LNR 
targets, Bristol City Council will 
earn the reputation of being at the 
forefront of best practice for nature 
conservation in urban areas. 

Knowle Healthy Walking Group on the Avon New Cut 
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3 Site Descrip�on 
3.1 Name of the Site 
 
The site is known as the Avon New Cut or The 
New Cut or simply The Cut.  All have been 
used in this Plan and are synonymous. 
 
3.2 Location and Area  
 
Grid reference: ST58974 – 72026 to ST 
56993 – 72044 
 

The Avon New Cut runs from Totterdown Lock 
to the Underfall Yard - a length of 
approximately 1.8 miles (2.9 km).  This 
management plan also takes into consideration 
a short section of the original course of the 
river Avon from the Underfall sluices to the 
mouth of the Entrance Lock at Cumberland 
Basin giving a total of just over 2 miles (3.3km) 
The total area of site equates to approximately 
16 hectares, as shown in the adjacent aerial 
plan.  
 
 
 
 



9 

A Management Plan for The Avon New Cut 



10 

A Management Plan for The Avon New Cut 



11 

A Management Plan for The Avon New Cut 

3.3 Ownership 
 
The Avon New Cut is owned and managed by 
Bristol City Council. The red boundary line on 
the location map indicates the extent of Bristol 
City Council Ownership.  
 

Responsibility for the Avon New Cut sits 
between different City Council departments as 
follows: 
 

�� Harbour Estates Services has 
responsibility for the waterway and 
supporting banks up to the walkway or path 
and responsibility for the Chocolate Path. 

 

�� Bridges Team (City Development 
Transport operations) – the Bridge 
structures and supporting walls, each 
structure is monitored and specifications 
provided where required for essential 
works. 

 

�� Traffic & Highways Team (City 
Development) have responsibility for the 
paths and railings running alongside the 
waterway. 

 
3.4 Site description 
 
The Avon New Cut was created to channel a 
section of the tidal River Avon after its original 
course was used to form the Floating Harbour. 
The tidal range of the rivers in the Bristol 
Channel is the second greatest of any in the 
world (up to 15m)  and along the Avon New Cut 
the water level can change as much as 12 
metres. 

The large tidal range means that much silt is 
exposed at low water. A band of middle and 
upper saltmarsh vegetation is found along the 
banks of the river and saltmarsh species can 
also often be found on the masonry walls which 
act as revetments through most of the course of 
the Avon New Cut. Above the influence of the 
tide there is often a band of scrub or secondary 
woodland, which ranges between 5m and 30m in 
width. This woodland provides a good habitat for 
breeding birds and invertebrates. Footpaths run 
the length of the Avon New Cut, except for an 
area at the western end of the Avon New Cut 
along the south bank where industrial and 
commercial premises adjoin the site.  Four 
footbridges cross the Avon New Cut in addition 
to two road bridges.   
 
3.4.1 The North Bank 
 

The north bank largely consists of a silt bank 
rising above the mean limits of the river Avon up 
to the river wall that runs the length of The Avon 
New Cut and varies in height and distance from 
the mean water level. The river wall adjoins 
directly with Clarence Road, Commercial Road 
and part of Cumberland Road, up until the start 
of the Chocolate Path and the Wapping/Harbour 
Railway. Little vegetation is present along the 
majority of the boundary with Clarence Road and 
Commercial Road, whereas the boundary with 
Cumberland Road, includes a landscaped area 
of grassland and stretches of secondary 
woodland. 

3.4.2 The South Bank 
 

The south bank is dominated by scrub and 
secondary woodland, which ranges between 
5m and 30m in width. The majority of the 
boundary on the south bank runs directly 
adjacent to York Road and Coronation Road. 
Access to the river is possible at two locations 
between Gaol Ferry Bridge and Vauxhall 
Bridge. The majority of the section between 
Vauxhall Bridge and Ashton Rail and Road 
Swing Bridge is bordered by industrial and 
commercial properties.       
 
3.4.3 Detailed Wildlife Survey  
 

Bristol City Council commissioned a wildlife 
survey of the Bristol Docks Estate  - including 
Avon New Cut  - which took place in 2009. The 
survey separated the site into 20 sections 
which cover an area slightly larger than the 
extent of this Management Plan.    
 

The following two maps show the location of 
the different sections and provide a summary 
description of each area. A more detailed 
description of each section is included in 
Appendix 1. Specific management 
recommendations from the field survey have 
been incorporated into the five year Work Plan 
located in section 6 of this Plan).   
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3.5 A Brief History  
 
The history of The Avon New Cut is well 
documented in A Celebration of the Avon New 
Cut: A Great Engineering Achievement  (2006 
pub. Fiducia Press)  
 

The following provides a brief overview of the 
history of The Avon New Cut.  
 

The Avon New Cut is an artificial waterway 
which was constructed between 1804 and 1809 
to divert the tidal river Avon through south and 
east Bristol. This was part of the process of 
constructing Bristol's Floating Harbour, under 
the supervision of engineer William Jessop. 
The Avon New Cut runs from Totterdown Basin 
at the eastern end of St Phillips Marsh near 
Temple Meads, to the Underfall sluices near 
the Cumberland Basin, a distance of about 1.8 
miles. 
 

Few records exist of the excavation of the Avon 
New Cut although it has been recorded that a 
large quantity of trees were discovered about 
20 ft down embedded in clay, all lying in one 
direction as if swept down by a gale. Much of 
the spoil dug from the development of The 
Avon New Cut was dumped on to the south 
bank of the new channel, as the surrounding 
area was marshy. This raised the bank on 
Coronation Road in comparison to the 
Cumberland Road side. 
 

Although the Avon New Cut had been created 
to maintain the city’s Floating Harbour it soon 
developed industry in its own right; ship 
building, tanneries, iron and zinc works. New  

buildings also grew up on The Cut, including the 
New Gaol, which was opened in 1821, the 
remains of which can still be seen at the eastern 
end of Cumberland Road.  Other notable 
buildings that grew up around the New Cut 
include the former Bristol General Hospital and 
the Bathurst Hotel (now the Louisiana pub)  The 
land between the Floating Harbour at 
Cumberland Basin and Bathurst Basin is 
commonly known as Spike Island and contains 
the majority of Bristol’s remaining maritime 
history. 
 
3.6 Natural Heritage 
 
The River Avon, which includes the full length of 
the Avon New Cut has been designated as a 
Bristol Site of Nature Conservation Interest and 
an Avon County Site of Nature Conservation 
Importance. 
 
3.6.1 Waterway  
 

The Avon New Cut is a man made section of the 
River Avon, with one of the largest tidal ranges 
in it the world. It was created after its original 
course was used to form the Floating Harbour. 
The River Avon which feeds the Avon New Cut 
is the 19th longest river in the UK at 75 miles 
(121 km) and is fed by 21 tributries along its 
length. The Bristol Floating Harbour, runs from 
Netham Lock to the Underfall sluices where it 
joins with the Avon New Cut close to the 
Cumberland Basin. 
 

The Avon New Cut is part of the tidal section of 
the Avon, which runs from the Severn Estuary to  

Netham Lock in east Bristol.. The twice daily 
ebb and surge of the tide within the Avon New 
Cut creates a greatly fluctuating water level, 
which restricts navigation by boats to high tide 
and leaves a steep sided muddy/silt channel at 
low tide.  
 

The Malago river, which feeds directly into the 
Avon New Cut, rises in springs on the north 
side of Dundry Hill on the borders of Somerset 
and Bristol and has various tributary streams, 
the largest of which is the Pigeonhouse stream. 
Much of the Malago river has been culverted as 
it flows through built-up south Bristol.  
 
3.6.2 Banks  
 

The banks of the Avon New Cut were cut 
directly into the underlying Triassic Bunter 
sandstone and alluvium. Masonry walls act as 
revetments through most of the course of the 
Avon New Cut, but where exposed, the 
underlying rock provides direct views of 
Bristol’s geology.  
 

The western end of The Avon New Cut was 
dug from geologically recent soft alluvium 
deposited by the Avon in the last one million 
years. Moving further east, a bed of harder 
sandstone about half a metre thick can be seen 
to emerge on the north side by Spike Island 
Arts Centre. This is the youngest (top) section 
of the series of Bunter sandstone beds, which 
are separated by softer shale layers (compact 
clay).  
 

Moving eastwards, the land starts to rise 
approaching the railway bridge on Cumberland  
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Road as the gently arched beds of Triassic 
sandstone are in evidence on either side. 
These are made up of reddish brown 
sandstone, up to 3- 4 metres thick, with soft 
shale in-between. In places, the shale layer has 
been supported by masonry to prevent erosion. 
 
Alluvium is again found between Gaol Ferry 
Bridge and Bedminster Bridge, where the softer 
material allowed the excavation of the 
Bathhurst Basin. The red Triassic sandstone 
can again be seen close to the water level at 
low tide between Bedminster Bridge and Bath 
Bridge; however the banks have been sloped 
back into the overlying alluvium.   
 

Up against the New Cut’s cliffs and walls, 
banks have formed from silt washed 
downstream by the Avon and its tributaries  
Additional silt is added by the transfer from the 
City Docks via the Underfall sluices and the 
banks are formed and shaped by the twice 
daily ebb and surge of the tide. The influence of 
the tidal waters has meant that on these banks 
a band of middle and upper saltmarsh 
vegetation is found and saltmarsh species can 
also often be found on the masonry walls.   
 

Above the influence of the tide there is often a 
band of scrub or secondary woodland, which 
ranges between 5m and 30m in width. This 
habitat is frequently species-poor but offers a 
valuable breeding bird and generalist 
invertebrate habitat. The areas of woodland 
and dense scrub are all of relatively recent 
origin; the majority of the wooded area lies on 
the south side of The Avon New Cut with  

copses dotted along the north bank. Most have 
been naturally colonised since The Avon New 
Cut was created with species such as ash and 
sycamore being dominant. Other trees that have 
colonised the area include hawthorn, elder and 
willow. There are over 150 mature trees growing 
along the Avon New Cut.  Although relatively 
young, the wooded areas provide a valuable 
wildlife corridor through the city of Bristol.  
 
3.6.3 Species 
 

The New Cut’s high tidal range limits the number 
and quality of plant communities and species 
that can establish here. The saltmarsh is of 
exceptional value given the national decline of 
this habitat through sea level rise and coastal 
development. The areas of scrub and rank 
grassland that are occasional features along the 
upper banks of the Avon New Cut are relatively 
poor in plant species diversity but are often rich 
in invertebrate diversity. The woodland and 
mature scrub along the Avon New Cut include 
Stinking Iris (Iris foetidissima) and the nationally 
scarce ivy Broomrape (Orobache hederae).  
Over 30 species of trees can be seen along the 
Avon New Cut, including fig trees which are 
believed to have grown from seeds deposited in 
ballast.  
 

A more detailed list of plant species recorded on 
the Avon New Cut is included in Appendix 2.  
 
3.6.4 Butterfly Junction  
 
Butterfly Junction is located on the North edge of 
the Avon New Cut at the Create Centre end of  
 

the harbour railway line. As an adjacent wildlife 
site with a high level of natural interest, Butterfly 
Junction has important links to the Avon New 
Cut, which are strengthened by the involvement 
of the Friends of the Avon New Cut (FrANC) in 
the site’s management.  
 
As an infrequently used railway line, Butterfly 
Junction has thin nutrient-poor soils that 
support diverse scrub and grassland vegetation 
including Keeled-fruited Cornsalad, Grey 
Sedge, Spiked Sedge, Narrow-leaved Meadow-
grass and Flattened Meadow-grass. The area 
also supports diverse invertebrate fauna, 
including a large number of species of butterfly. 
A leaflet on the Butterfly Junction has been 
produced by the Friends of the Avon New Cut 
(FrANC).  
 
3.7 Built Heritage 
 
Built heritage defines much of the character 
and appearance of the Avon New Cut. The 
associated historic interest is of particular 
importance to the educational and community 
value of the site.  
 
3.7.1 Conservation Area Status  
 

A conservation area is an area of special 
architectural or historic interest, the character  
and appearance of which it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance. The Avon New Cut 
passes through two of Bristol’s Conservation 
Areas; the City Docks of which it is an integral 
part; and Redcliffe. 
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Strengths Opportunities 
Heritage buildings and structures. Well-designed modern residential 
development. Front and rear gardens to houses largely intact 
  

Sensitive redevelopment of Wapping Wharf site 
and removal of associated hoardings 
  

Arts Centre is focus for innovation and creativity in arts 
  

Greater use of New Cut for water transport 
  

Views up and down the New Cut and across to Bedminster 
  

Restoration and reinstatement of railings along railway 
  

Biodiversity value of New Cut 
  

Improved pedestrian crossing points across Cumberland Road 
  

Chocolate Block path cycle way and bridges allow appreciation of the Avon 
New Cut 
  

  

Weaknesses Threats 
Long term dereliction of Wapping Wharf site and works building at no. 119 
Cumberland Road 
  

Threat to species and biodiversity value of New Cut 
  

Wapping Wharf development hoardings at corner of Cumberland Road/
Wapping Road detracting from ‘gateway’ into the conservation area from 
Commercial Road bridge 
  

Continued dereliction of Wapping Wharf site and continuation of hoardings 
along Cumberland Road 
  

Lack of street trees and soft planting Further loss of traditional features such as railings and boundary walls 
  

Speed of traffic along Cumberland Road combined with limited pedestrian 
crossing points from north and south side of Cumberland Road, especially 
around Spike Island Arts Centre 
  

Continued dereliction and eventual loss of nos. 119 Cumberland Road and 
Gaol Gatehouse 
  

Poor condition of railings alongside the railway, which have wire mesh or 
modern fencing in some sections 
  

Increased traffic along Cumberland Road such as the proposed Bristol 
Rapid Transit further impeding pedestrian and cycle amenity 
  

The Character Appraisal & Management Proposals for the City Docks Conservation Area (2011) specifically references the value of the Avon New 
Cut. This is covered in most detail within Character Area 4: Cumberland Road and the Avon New Cut and the following table sets out  the particular 
strengths and challenges of The Cut.   
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3.7.2 Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
 

Underfall Yard, Bristol docks (grid ref ST 57183 
72110), is scheduled under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 
1979. The Underfall Yard is a historic boatyard 
on Spike Island serving Bristol Harbour. The 
damming of the river to make the Floating 
Harbour created new land where the docks 
maintenance facility was established and 
remains today. 
 
3.7.3 Listed Buildings 
 

The following listed buildings / structures within 
close proximity to the Avon New Cut, all are the 
responsibility of Bristol City Council to maintain, 
unless indicated otherwise: 
 

�� Former Shipwrights Shop, Underfall Yard - 
ST5717572115 

�� Hydraulic Engine House, Underfall Yard - 
ST5714372168 

�� Former Pattern Makers Shop and Stores, 
Underfall Yard - ST5711472155 

�� Chimney of Hydraulic Engine house, 
Approx 2 metres north of Engine House, 
Underfall Yard - ST5714072177 

�� Machine Shop, Underfall Yard - 
ST5719472108 

�� Patent Slip and Quay Walls, Underfall Yard 
- ST5713972155 

�� B bond tobacco warehouse, Smeaton road - 
ST 56853 72192 

�� Ashton swing bridge - ST56879 72083 
�� A bond tobacco warehouse, Cumberland 

road - ST 56992 72109 

�� Vauxhall Bridge, Coronation Road - ST 
57581 72090 

�� Vauxhall Bridge, Cumberland Road - 
ST5758172090 

�� Old City Gaol, Entrance wall and gateway, 
Cumberland Road - ST58536 72088 

�� Tower of the Church of St Paul (Other parts 
of the church not included), Coronation Road 
- ST5849271970 

�� Zion House and attached railings and 
gateways, Coronation Road - ST 58917 
71985 (privately owned) 

�� Drinking Fountain approximately 3 metres 
North West of Bedminster Bridge, 
commercial Road - ST58977 72051 

�� Bath Bridge - ST5897772026 
�� 81-90 Cumberland Road – ST5803572194 - 

privately owned houses 
�� 129 Cumberland Road - : ST5778472189 – 

former shipbuilder’s offices, privately owned 
 
3.7.4 Non Listed Buildings and Structures 
 

There are also the following non-listed buildings/
structures of interest to be found along the Avon 
New Cut. 
 

�� Aardman Animation headquarters building 
�� Gaol Ferry Bridge 
�� Langton Street Bridge (the Banana Bridge) 
�� Railings along north side of Coronation Road 
�� Remains of St Raphael’s Church, 

Cumberland Road 
�� Spike Island Arts Centre 
�� Stone-paved slipways to site of Gaol Ferry 

�� The Chocolate Path 
�� Victorian railings along railway line 
 

3.8 Cultural Heritage 
 

Avon New Cut is used for a variety of different 
activities many of which have health, social or 
educational benefits. The Cut is a key walking, 
running  and cycling route within the City and 
the paths on its northern bank are part of a 
National Cycle Network and Bristol’s Festival 
Way.  The range of built and natural heritage 
features along its length make the Avon New 
Cut an attraction for visitors and residents of 
Bristol alike. Interpretation boards distributed 
along the length of the Avon New Cut allow 
easy access to information about it, which are 
complemented by more detailed education 
materials, events and activities organised by 
FrANC such as volunteer working parties, 
guided walks and boat trips.  A number of local 
schools use the Avon New Cut for different  

Langton St bridge, better known as the Banana bridge 
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educational activities, which are supported by 
tailored educational resources, such as a 
treasure hunt booklet created for the site.  
 

3.9 Utilities & Services 
 

A variety of services, including water mains, 
sewerage and electricity cables run along and 
across the Avon New Cut and easements and 
rights of access are granted to statutory utility 
agencies relating to these services.  Where the 
scale of the works would impact upon the 
ecology of the site, this would be subject to 
assessment in accordance with the sites 
designation as a Site of Nature Conservation 
Interest (SNCI). 

Bluebells in May 
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4 Community Use 
4.1 Site and Visitor Facilities   
 
The consultation for this Management Plan 
identified desirable improvements to site and 
visitor facilities which have been incorporated 
into this Plan. Subject to resource and funding 
availability, these could include:  
  

•   Creating distinctive and welcoming 
entrances to the Avon New Cut 

•   Review of site furniture provision, including 
seating and bins 

•   Consider management of different path 
users along the Chocolate Path 

•   Directional signs   
•   Site interpretation  
•   Heritage features including railings 

refurbishment 
•   Footpath condition and repair of some of the 

Chocolate Path blocks  
•   Viewing and access points  
•   Opportunities for public art  
 
4.1.1 Site Furniture  
 

Several benches are located along the Avon 
New Cut including a bench on the Chocolate 
Path donated and installed by the Friends of 
the Avon New Cut (FrANC) in 2009 to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
opening of the New Cut. The locations of site 
furniture are mapped as assets of Bristol Parks 
Asset Management Geographical Information 
System (GIS) data layers. 

4.1.2 Adjoining attractions and facilities   
 

As the Avon New Cut is an open waterway 
covering nearly 2 miles, the facilities available 
and directly accessible are varied and exciting: 
 

�� Create Environment Centre includes a café 
and hosts events, exhibitions and has a 
purpose built Eco home. 

�� Spike Island Arts Centre holds free 
exhibitions by local, national and 
international artists, as well as regular talks, 
events and activities for all. It also has a 
café. 

�� Bristol Marina, a working marina including a 
fully functioning boatyard with safe and 
secure moorings. 

�� Sailing, rowing and canoeing club facilities. 
�� Riverside Garden Centre and café. 
�� Baltic Wharf Caravan Club site. 
�� Mud Dock Deli – café and delicatessen 
�� Several pubs – The Cottage, the Louisiana, 

the Velindra, and the Avon Packet. 
 

All the facilities listed are very popular all year 
round. Leaflets regarding The Avon New Cut are 
available from the Create Centre, 
Harbourmaster’s Office, Spike Island Arts 
Centre, Southville Centre and the M Shed  

4.2 Consultation 
 
Two consultation workshops took place before 
the Avon New Cut Management Plan began to 
be developed in 2012.  The first open workshop 
identified the main themes for the Management 
Plan. 
 

Previous consultation events had taken place 
to discuss issues such as the tree management 
requirements and colour preferences for the 
Gaol Ferry and Vauxhall Bridge repainting. 
 
4.3 Community groups and other 
interested organisations 
 
4.3.1 The Friends of the Avon New Cut 
(FrANC) 
 

The Friends of the Avon New Cut (FrANC) is a 
group of local people who promote a greater 
understanding and appreciation of the Avon 
New Cut - including its history, geology, wildlife, 
bridges and its essential role in the city.  The 
group runs guided walks and events, organises 
riverbank clean-up sessions, publishes regular 
newsletters and has produced wildlife leaflets 
and a book entitled A Celebration of the Avon 
New Cut.(2006, Fiducia Press).   Further 
information is available on the group’s website 
(www.franc.org.uk). 
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FrANC started life as a formally constituted 
group in May 2006, but its origins date back to 
2003 when the Southville Community 
Development Association organised riverbank 
clean-ups and an annual guided walk around 
The Cut.  In conjunction with Bristol City 
Council, the Association also consulted with 
over 1,000 users of Gaol Ferry Bridge and 
Vauxhall Bridge to ascertain their views on the 
colour these bridges should be repainted.   
 

The aims of the Friends of the Avon New Cut 
are to: 
 

�� Facilitate the preservation, enhancement and 
improvement of the Avon New Cut for the 
benefit of people and wildlife 

 

�� Encourage and develop responsible use and 
care for the Avon New Cut amongst local 
residents, businesses and organisations 

 

�� Work in partnership with Bristol City Council 
and others to safeguard, maintain and 
develop the Avon New Cut as a valuable 
watercourse and wildlife area 

 

�� Educate the general public in the history, 
wildlife and geology of the Avon New Cut. 

 
Highlights of the group’s work since 2006 
include: 
 

�� Guided walks to enable the public and 
schoolchildren to learn about its history and 
wildlife. 

�� Boat trips up the Avon New Cut.
�� Discovery walks and surveys to identify the 

birds, trees, wildflowers and herbs of The 
Cut. 

�� Sessions with the Bristol Naturalists’ Society 
to discover and record bug life on the 
riverbank near Vauxhall Bridge. 

�� Monitoring of butterflies at Butterfly Junction, 
an area of former industrial land near the 
CREATE Centre where 20 species of 
butterflies have been identified including 
ringlet and marbled white that are breeding 
on the site.  Annual maintenance of the area. 

�� Celebration to mark the 200th anniversary of 
the opening of the Avon New Cut – a theatre, 
music and dancing event on the Floating 
Harbour dockside, attended by over 3,000 
people on the afternoon of 4 May 2009. The 
event included features of the original party in 
1809 – a hog roast (laid on by the ss Great 
Britain) and a special beer (produced by the 
Bristol Beer Factory).  

�� Installation of a bench adjacent to the 
Chocolate Path to commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the opening of the New Cut. 

�� Exhibitions of local people’s photographs of 
their favourite views and features of the Avon 
New Cut - including the water, riverbanks, 
bridges, buildings and wildlife.  

�� A major arts project involving people of all 
ages in creating 200 clay tiles, each 
containing an image of the Avon New Cut 
enhanced by the use of mud taken from the 
riverbed. The tiles are on permanent display 
at the CREATE Centre. 

�� Regular clean-ups of rubbish from accessible 
areas the north and south river banks, 

involving over 50 local people and around 
300 hours of volunteer time every year. 

�� Installation of 4 new litter bins following 
discussion with Bristol City Council. 

�� Installation of 5 interpretation boards to 
enable the public to learn more about the 
history and wildlife of the Avon New Cut. 

�� Production of an educational Treasure Hunt, 
which has been used successfully by local 
families and primary schools. 

�� Publication of leaflets on Butterfly Junction 
and the Wildlife of the Avon New Cut and a 
book A Celebration of the Avon New Cut. 

�� Publication of 3 newsletters per year and 
despatch of bi-monthly e-mail news bulletins 
to over 150 households. 

The Friends of the Avon New Cut (FrANC) is 
also one of seven organisations involved with 
Wild City – a Bristol-wide project aiming to 
encourage more people to enjoy the outdoors, 
including those who have up until now had little 
or no contact with the natural environment.   

Herb walk 
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4.3.2 Bristol Parks Forum 
 

The Bristol Parks Forum is a network of 
individual community groups and organisations 
working to improve parks and green spaces or 
have an interest in them. It is supported by the 
Parks and Estates Service but acts 
independently. It has around 80 members 
representing many different neighbourhoods 
and green spaces across Bristol. Membership 
is free. For the Parks and Estates Service the 
Forum acts as an important consultative body 
with regard to strategic decision making; 
including allocation of resources. The Forum 
provides a networking opportunity for its 
members to share ideas and experiences 
regarding community improvements to parks 
and green spaces. The Friends of the Avon 
New Cut are active members of the Parks 
Forum. 
 

The Forum meets four times a year, including 
an annual conference and its members publish 
a quarterly newsletter. 
 
4.3.3 Neighbourhood Partnerships 
 

The Avon New Cut falls within three separate 
Neighbourhood Partnership Areas as follows:  
 
Greater Bedminster Community Partnership  
Due to the proximity of the Avon New Cut and 
low levels of other natural green space within 
the Southville / Bedminster area,  the New Cut 
is an important green space within the Greater 
Bedminster Community Partnership. An 
Environment Sub Group leads on green space  

and environmental actions including the delivery 
of the Bedminster and Southville Area Green 
Space Plan.  
 
Cabot, Clifton & Clifton East Neighbourhood 
Partnership  
The section of the North Bank comprising the 
Chocolate Path and green space at Cumberland 
Basin fall within the Neighbourhood Partnership 
and these spaces are included within the 
Partnerships Area Green Space Plan.  
 
Ashley, Easton & Lawrence Hill 
Neighbourhood Partnership 
The section of the North Bank alongside 
Clarence Road is within the boundaries of the 
partnership. No sections of the Avon New Cut 
within the partnership are classed as accessible 
Green Space or included within the Partnerships 
Area Green Space Plan.    
 
4.4 Access 
 
Access to observe The Avon New Cut’s wildlife 
is excellent.  It includes footways on both sides 
of the river, the Chocolate Path  on the north 
side which overhangs the water and mud flats, 
and several bridges that provide excellent 
observation points for sea birds and other 
wildlife. Sections of the banks are accessible in 
designated locations, however the majority of the 
banks are steep and not suitable for public 
access.  
 
See section 4.4 6 for disabled access details 
 

4.4.1 Roads 
 

The Avon New Cut is flanked by Coronation 
Road (A370) on the south side and 
Cumberland Road to the north,  Parking on 
roads is limited as they are busy routes into 
and  close to the city centre. 
 
4.4.2 Footpaths 
 

The footpaths alongside and across the Avon 
New Cut are important pedestrian routes. In 
particular, the pedestrian bridges provide a vital 
link for thousands of pedestrians daily to cross 
to and from South Bristol. The pedestrian only 
bridges are the Gaol Ferry Bridge, Vauxhall 
Bridge, Ashton Swing Bridge and the Langton 
Street Bridge (the Banana Bridge).  
 

The Chocolate Path, named because of the 
paving blocks’ resemblance to chocolate bars, 
is the only main footpath alongside the Avon 
New Cut that is not a pavement of an adjacent 
highway. The Chocolate Path, as well as 
providing a valuable pedestrian and cycle route 
between Cumberland Basin and the Create 
Centre, has considerable value as a location 
where the wildlife, geology and heritage of the 
Avon New Cut can be enjoyed. This waterside 
walkway was built when the Bristol Harbour 
Railway linked Ashton Bridge with Wapping 
Wharf in 1906. 
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Pedestrian footpaths run alongside the edge of 
the Avon New Cut on the following roads: 
Clarence Road, Commercial Road, Coronation 
Road, Cumberland Road and York Road.  
 
4.4.3 Cycling 
 

The Festival Way cycle path runs alongside the 
Avon New Cut on the Chocolate Path, linking 
Cumberland Basin to Nailsea in North 
Somerset, It is also part of the National Cycle 
Network (route 33). 
 

The Harbour Loop cycle trail runs from Queens 
Square along the harbour side to the 
Cumberland Basin and Baltic Wharf. The trail 
covers 2.7 miles and can take between 1 hour 
– 1.5 hours to cover the full loop. More 
information is available at this site. See 
www.betterbybike.info/cycling-bristol 
 
4.4.4 Public Transport 
 

The Avon New Cut can be reached easily by 
public transport, bus or ferry.  See 
www.travelbristol.org for details. 
 
4.4.5 Bristol Harbour Railway  
 

The Bristol Harbourside steam train, which 
operates on approximately 30 days a year, 
runs alongside a stretch of The Cut between 
the M Shed and Butterfly Junction. 
 
4.4.6  Disabled Access 
 

Public footpaths alongside the footpath allow 
disabled access to the Avon New Cut.  

Gradients on the Chocolate Path may  
restrict use by some disabled users without 
assistance. Access onto the banks of the New 
Cut is restricted due to steep gradients and the 
requirement for steps. Access across the 
Banana bridge is restricted by steps.  
 
4.5 Information, Education and 
Promotion 
 
The Avon New Cut offers a valuable resource for 
informal and formal recreation and education for 
all ages. 
 

4.5.1 Information 
 

A range of publications, interpretation and web 
based resources have been created for the Avon 
New Cut, as follows:  
 
Publications 

�� A Celebration of The Avon New Cut book 
�� FrANC leaflets 

� Treasure Hunt 
� Wildlife of the Avon New Cut  
� Butterfly Junction 

�� Harbour Heritage Trail 
 
Interpretation Panels are positioned at the 
following locations 
�� Butterfly Junction 
�� Vauxhall Bridge 
�� Gaol Ferry Bridge 
�� Bedminster Bridge 
�� Langton Street (Banana) Bridge  
 

Websites and pages 
�� FrANC website  - www.franc.org.uk 
�� Southville Community Development 

Association (SCDA) website –
www.southvillecentre.org.uk 

�� Bristol Rivers website – 
www.bristolrivers.com 

�� BCC website – www.bristol.gov.uk 
 
4.5.2  Education 
 

Projects delivering educational objectives 
around the Avon New Cut include:  
 

Friends of Avon New Cut (FrANC) 
One of FrANC’s aims is to educate the general 
public in the history, wildlife and geology of the 
Avon New Cut.  To fulfil this they have 
organised walks, surveys, boat trips, arts 
events, exhibitions and produced interpretation 
boards, leaflets and a book.  For more details 
see 4.3.1. 
 
South Bristol Rivers Project (SBRP) 
SBRP was a partnership project between 
FrANC and Bristol City Council, with a grant 
from Heritage Lottery Fund.  It ran for 2 years, 
2008–2010, and bought a project officer and 
grant money to help local river groups make 
stronger links with their local communities.   
 

As part of this project ,FrANC were keen to 
encourage local primary schools to visit the 
New Cut.  The Avon New Cut Treasure Hunt 
was developed and trialled with local schools 
and is now successfully used as the basis for 
educational walks along the Avon New Cut. 
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Example of an  
interpretation  
panel about the 
Avon New Cut  
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The CREATE Centre was also happy to link 
with FrANC to offer a base for groups visiting 
the Avon New Cut  and several local schools 
did the river walk in the morning, then spent the 
afternoon at CREATE using mud from The Cut 
to create prints of wildlife.  Schools’ work was 
exhibited at the Wild Waters Festivals at 
CREATE in 2008 and 2009. 
 
Wild City 
Wild City is a 3 year Lottery funded project, 
administered by Natural England and hosted 
by BCC.  Avon New Cut is one of seven  key 
Wild City Sites, and there is a project officer 
and grant money to work with FrANC on 
several projects (including this Management 
Plan!). 
 

Two additional interpretation boards have been 
installed at Bedminster Bridge and the Banana 
Bridge, giving historical and wildlife information.  

A group of FrANC members has undertaken 
training, so that it can offer guided walks to 
schools and other groups. 
 

Other activities took place in 2013 which 
engaged local schools in learning about and 
celebrating the Avon New Cut.  
 
Future Education Plans 
 
FrANC would like to establish their guided 
walks team, continue to develop their 
educational walks for primary schools and 
encourage a local secondary school to use the 
Avon New Cut as the location for curriculum 
projects.  They would also like to secure 
funding to do occasional arts projects with local 
schools.  
 
Future Event Plans 
 
FrANC plans to continue its year round 
programme of walks and talks.and to become 
actively involved in Bristol Green Capital 2015  
 
For FrANC events and projects to date, see 
section 4.3.1 
 

 
4.5.3 Promotion 
   
Currently the Avon New Cut is promoted 
through websites and leaflets.  See 4.5.1.  

 
Aspirations 

�� Improved signage and positioning of leaflets 
and panels. 

 

�� Ensure the New Cut is signposted from other 
city centre sights and visitor centres e.g. 
from M Shed, the various harbour ferry stops 
and the city centre.  

 
�� Ensure leaflets are available at all key out-

lets, and work with other visitor attractions to 
have promotional material available, possibly 
information panels.  

 

�� To achieve Local Nature Reserve status and 
to use this new status to promote The Avon 
New Cut. 

School visit to the Avon New Cut  

FrANC riverbank clean-up 
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5 Current Management 
5.1 People with Responsibilities for 
the Avon New Cut 
 
Overall responsibility for the management of 
the New Cut rests with Bristol City Council.   
 

Several different departments and teams have 
responsibility for the different areas of the Avon 
New Cut. 
 

�� Harbour Estates Services has responsibility 
for the waterway and supporting banks up 
to the walkway or path and responsibility for 
the Chocolate Path. 

�� Bridges Team (City Development Transport 
operations) – bridge structures and 
supporting walls. Each structure is 
monitored and specifications provided 
where required for essential works. 

�� Traffic & Highways Team (City 
Development) have responsibility for the 
paths and railings running between 
highways and the Avon New Cut. 

�� Bristol City Council Arboriculture Team 
(Environment and Leisure Services) – All 
tree works, the team carry out inspections 
and provide specification for required works. 

 

Other specialist officers  can be called on for 
advice on ecology or landscape.  
 

Contractors may be employed periodically to 
carry out works such as rope access work for 
removing debris from the Avon New Cut,  

litter clearing for the banks or specialist work to 
structures, paths or fences, surveying and 
monitoring of wildlife etc.  
 

Wildlife conservation work and education is 
carried out and arranged by members of the 
Friends of the Avon New Cut. 
 
5.2 Resources  
 
Waterway and banks 
Bristol City Council Harbour Estates Services  
holds budget responsibility for the management 
of the waterway and banks of the Avon New Cut. 
No dedicated budget is set for the Avon New Cut 
and spend is assessed annually against 
requirements of the wider docks estate, which 
includes high profile and high footfall areas, 
including the Harbourside and Queen Square.  
 
Tree Maintenance  
Bristol City Council Arboriculture team manage 
trees within and alongside the Avon New Cut.  
The team carry out inspections and undertake 
maintenance work as required, on a health and 
safety basis. A tree management survey and 
plan was conducted in 2013 along the Avon New 
Cut, commissioned by the Harbour Estates 
Services, to inform future tree management 
across the site.  

Paths, Cycle Paths and Adjacent Railings 
The Chocolate Path is managed by the City 
Docks Team and is maintained as part of the 
Parks and Estates Grounds Maintenance Con-
tract. All other footpaths are managed directly 
by Bristol City Council Highways department 
and the budget is held by the Highways Team. 
 
Bridges  
Finance for the repair and maintenance of 
Bridges is funded through budgets held by 
Bridges Team. 
 
Client Support 
There is technical and administrative support 
e.g. arboriculture, natural environment officers 
to carry out surveys or consultations provided 
through Bristol Parks. Support for archaeology, 
planning etc. is also supplied through council 
officers, these budgets are held within each 
team. 
 
Education  
Through their association with Wild City, FrANC 
has become the local education source. Wild 
City funds training sessions for the community 
although no additional budget is held for this. 
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5.3 Additional (new) expenditure and 
resources 
 
These can be categorised as either financial or 
as people and their skills. 
 
Financial 
Capital expenditure can be sought through: 
�� Community Infrastructure Levy 
�� Grant aid from a number of bodies 
�� The sponsorship of leaflets/notice boards 

etc. (The council is presently working to 
produce a city wide policy and a guide to 
sponsorship). 

�� Donations for specific items such as seats or 
bins. 

 
People and their skills 
The community group FrANC has provided an 
invaluable source of volunteers for assistance 
in various projects and pieces of work. In 
addition some volunteer contributions have 
been provided by the Probation Service. 
Examples of where volunteers can assist 
include:  
 

�� 'Tree wardens' to identify diseased trees or 
those damaged so that safety works can be 
carried out swiftly. 

�� To notify the presence of alien and 
destructive species to enable damage 
limitation. 

�� The provision of plant lists and animals 
identified on particular areas. 

�� Monitoring flora and fauna. 
 

�� Supporting the FrANC/Wild City educational 
programme 

�� To assist in the provision of guided walks and 
talks 

�� To report on incidents of antisocial behaviour 
such as graffiti in order to maintain an 
attractive enviironment 

�� To report on fly tipping and debris left in the 
water and on the riverbanks 

�� To report on invasive plants 
�� To report on overflowing litter or dog waste 

bins  
�� To report on damage to structures 
�� Working parties e.g. litter picking. 
�� To report incidents of dog fouling; dog-waste 

bins are provided along The Avon New Cut. 
 
5.4 Byelaws and Enforcement  
 
The present byelaws, which apply to all parts of 
the City Docks and the Docks Estate were  
made in pursuance of the Bristol Docks Acts and 
Orders 1848 to 1998, the Harbours Docks and 
Piers Clauses Act 1847, The Bristol City Docks 
Harbour Revision Order 1981. These  are 
available to view on the www.bristol.gov.uk 
website.  
 
The byelaws are rigorously enforced and 
breaching them can lead to a conviction or fine.  
 
During the 2009 byelaw review, several byelaws 
were revoked including; the 9th November - 
1916 Navigation of Barges in tow on the River  

Avon and the 1st August 1896 - Lights and 
signals in the Floating Harbour. 
 
5.5 Sustainability (Including 
Pesticides Policy & EMAS) 
 
Bristol City Council is committed to improving 
the local environment and helping to protect it 
for the future. We recognise that our wide 
range of activities and services have positive 
and negative impacts upon the environment, 
and that we have a leading role to play in 
creating a sustainable city. To achieve this goal 
an Environmental Policy is in place and an 
environmental management system was 
implemented in 2006 called EMAS 
(‘Environment Management Audit Scheme’). 
EMAS is an independently verified system that 
ensures that significant environmental impacts 
are monitored and managed, and overall 
environmental performance is continually 
improved. The Environment and Leisure 
Department is EMAS registered, as part of the 
corporate system. The council subscribes to a 
quarterly database that is available on the 
intranet called CEDREC to enable departments 
to keep up to date with legislation.  
 
5.5.1 Pesticide Management Policy  
 

Bristol, Bath and North East Somerset, North 
Somerset and South Gloucestershire Councils 
are committed to providing, maintaining and  
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positively promoting a health and safety 
environment at work. A joint ‘Pest’ 
Management Policy has been produced in 
conjunction with Trade Unions, Safety 
Representatives and other representatives of 
the Councils.  The Policy has been adopted by 
Bristol City Council and is evidence of the 
Councils commitment to ensuring the safety 
and wellbeing of all its employees. 
 

The Council recognises and accepts its 
responsibility as an employer and will ensure 
as far as practicable the protection of 
employees, occupiers of its premises and the 
general public from exposure to harmful 
chemicals, and to minimise the impact of the 
use of such chemicals on the environment.  All 
employees of the Council who use pesticides 
and herbicides must abide by the Policy, which 
applies to all Departments of the Council. 
Chemical usage is kept to a minimum, which is 
reflected in action 6.1.7 of this management 
plan.  
 
5.6 Risk Assessment and 
Management  
 
A member of the Harbour Estates Services 
formally carries out risk assessments monthly. 
 

The key risks to all persons along the Avon 
New Cut have been identified as:  
 

�� Uneven ground – trip hazard 
�� Avon New Cut embankments - some are 

fenced and some not 
�� Avon New Cut embankments – moving and  

sliding into the waterway. 
�� Trees – falling across paths and roads 
�� Vandalised equipment, e.g. seats 
 
Key risks to staff are:  
 

�� When enforcing byelaws.  
 
Risk Management  
 

�� The Parks and Estates Service has a Health 
& Safety Support Pack that it can use to 
ensure that all works carried out on site by 
volunteer groups are carried out safely. 
(Copies available to view at Brunel House). 
This involves training individuals to carry out 
risk assessments in advance of the work. 

�� Bridges are checked annually. 
�� Waterways are checked monthly. 
�� Embankments are checked monthly. 
�� Paths, cycle paths and railings are checked 6 

monthly. 
�� All records are filed with the team responsible 

at the relevant Bristol City Council office. 

Biting stonecrop growing along the Harbour Railway 



28 

A Management Plan for The Avon New Cut 

6 A Five Year Work Plan 
During the process of consultation on the 
proposed Avon New Cut Management 
Plan it was decided to focus the Plan on 
four key themes: 
 

�� Conservation and Enhancement 
�� Access Visual and Physical 
�� Maintenance 
�� Information, Promotion and Education 
 

The work programme will be subject to 
change from outside influences including 
pressure from site users, from the results 
of surveys or monitoring and the 
availability of finance. Therefore it should 
be reviewed annually so that it remains a 
5-year programme. Some objectives have 
been identified as being desirable but 
they cannot be scheduled to implement at 
present until finance has been identified,  
 

Source of funding:  
 

Many of the costs shown are estimates. 
There are 3 bands of estimation. <£5K, 
£5-50K and >£50K 
 

E = Existing resources, e.g. officer wages 
(generally refers to Bristol City Council 
staff)   
R = Revenue budget(s) as indicated 
(Harbour Estates Services have 
established an annual budget of £3,500 
for works on the Avon New Cut, this will 
cover any identified essential works, such  

as tree management as well as works and/
or investment prioritised between Harbour 
Estates Services and FrANC) 
 
RG = Revenue Grant – indicates that no 
existing resources are available and a 
revenue grant is required to deliver the 
action. Grants may be sourced from a 
range of funding bodies that could include 
the City Council’s Neighbourhood 
Partnerships.  
CG =  Capital / Grant  – indicates that no 
existing resources are available and a 
Capital grant is required to deliver the 
action. 
V = Volunteer time – no financial cost  
 
Lead:   
AEO = Area Environment Officer, 
Environment and Leisure, BCC 
AO = Arboriculture Officer, Environment 
and Leisure, BCC 
APM = Area Parks Manager, Environment 
and Leisure, BCC 
BT = Bridges Team, BCC 
FrANC = Friends of Avon New Cut  
HES = Harbour Estates Services, BCC   
NCO = Nature Conservation Officer, 
Environment and Leisure, BCC  
PO = Projects Officer, Environment and 
Leisure, BCC 
WWO = Woodland and Wildlife Officer, 
Environment and Leisure, BCC 

Valerian and salvia in June 
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No Objective Location 
 

Lead 
  

Y1 
 

2014 

Y2 
 

2015 

Y3 
 

2016 

Y4 
 

2017 

Y5 
 

2018 

Cost 
band £ 

Funding 
Source 

6.1 Conservation and Enhancement 

6.1.1 Achieve Local Nature Reserve Status for the 
Avon New Cut 

  PO X         <£5K E, R 

6.1.2 Monitor wildlife species on the Avon New Cut 
as part of organised volunteer activities. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC X X X X X  V 

6.1.3 Monitor embankment stability and composition. Whole 
Site 

HES X X X X X   E 

6.1.4 Identify and report the presence of and location 
of non-native invasive plants to Avon Invasive 
Plants Forum and Harbour Estates Service  

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
HES 
 

X X X X X  <£5K E, V, R 

6.1.5 Maintenance of scrub within area as habitat for 
breeding birds and butterflies eg Butterfly 
Junction based on a work plan. 

NC1,  
NC2B  
NC6 

WWO 
HES 
FrANC  

  X   X   <£5K E, R, V 

6.1.6 Allow non-woody wall flora to develop by 
restricting use of herbicides. Only use 
herbicides on horizontal surfaces when 
absolutely necessary for controlled treatment of 
woody flora 

NC4, 
NC5, 
NC6, 
NC8, 
NC9, 
NC10, 
NC11,  
NC13 

HES X X X X X <£5K E, R 
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No Objective Location 
 

Lead 
  

Y1 
 

2014 

Y2 
 

2015 

Y3 
 

2016 

Y4 
 

2017 

Y5 
 

2018 

Cost 
band £ 

Funding 
Source 

6.1.7 Allow secondary woodland to continue to 
develop 

NC5, 
NC6, 
NC9, 
NC13 

AO 
HES 

X X X X X   E 

6.1.8 Consider glade creation where practical within 
developing secondary woodland to benefit a 
wide range of invertebrate and bird species. 

NC5, 
NC9, 
NC13 

AO 
WWO 
HES 

  X   X   <£5K E, R 

6.1.9 Continue to let salt marsh to be unmanged, due 
to self-management by tidal action and the 
dangerous access due to deep mud and steep 
slopes 

Whole 
site 

HES X X X X X   E 

6.1.10 Consider installation of bird and bat boxes 
*install if finances are found/provided 

NC5, 
NC6, 
NC9, 
NC13 

HES 
WWO 
NCO 
FrANC* 

  X       <£5K RG 

6.1.11 Monitor and implement a Tree Management 
Plan for the Avon New Cut 

Whole 
Site 

  
AO 

X         <£5K R 

6.1.12 Comment on development proposals and 
planning applications along the New Cut 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC X X X X X   V 
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No Objective Location 
 

Lead 
  

Y1 
 

2014 

Y2 
 

2015 

Y3 
 

2016 

Y4 
 

2017 

Y5 
 

2018 

Cost 
band £ 

Funding 
Source 

6.2 Access Physical and Visual 
6.2.1 Seek / Agree funding to pay for the 

development of an improvement plan for the 
Avon New Cut, with assessment of costs and 
options for funding. 
 

Elements within the plan to include: 
 

•   Creating distinctive and welcoming 
    entrances 
•   Review of furniture provision, 
    including seating and bins 
•   Consider management of different 
     path users along the Chocolate Path 
•   Directional signs 
•   Site interpretation 
•   Heritage features including railings 
    refurbishment 
•   Footpath condition and repair 
    including investigating replacement 
    chocolate blocks for Chocolate Path 
•   Viewing and access points 
•   Opportunities for public art 
 

*FrANC can only do this work in conjunction 
with others; It does not have the resources or 
personnel to lead or initiate this particularly as 
there are some significant cost implications. It is 
likely that a grant will need to be secured or 
prioritisation of existing Council funding to 
undertake this work. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC * 
  
  
  
  
  

    X     <£5K RG 
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6.2.2 Input into scrub management and glade 
creation works Ito maintain and improve views 
across the Avon New Cut. For example 
FrANC’s 2013 work on the south bank between 
Gaol Ferry and Bedminster Bridges 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
WWO 
HES 

X X   X   <£5K R 

6.2.3 Work with  police and enforcement staff to 
tackle camping on banks of the Avon New Cut, 
including use of Community Nuisance Orders. 

Whole 
Site 

HES 
 

X X X X X <£5K E,R 

No Objective Location 
 

Lead 
  

Y1 
 

2014 

Y2 
 

2015 

Y3 
 

2016 

Y4 
 

2017 

Y5 
 

2018 

Cost 
band £ 

Funding 
Source 

6.3 Maintenance 

6.3.1 Work with enforcement officers, including dog 
wardens to tackle litter and dog waste in 
problem area’s 

Whole 
Site 

HES  
AEO 

X X X X X <£5K E, R 

6.3.2 Removal of non-native invasive plants as 
identified in 6.1.4 

Whole 
Site 

HES X X X X X <£5K E, R 

6.3.3 Management of site assets, such as bins and 
benches on contract 

Whole 
Site 

APM 
HES 

X X X X X <£5K E, R 

6.3.4 Survey and plan for the removal of debris in the 
water. Rope access is required for this. 

Whole 
Site 

HES X X X X X <£5K E, R 

6.3.5 Undertake volunteer workdays on the Avon 
New Cut, including habitat management and 
litter / debris clearance  

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
 

X X X X X   V 



33 

A Management Plan for The Avon New Cut 

6.3.6 Use Community-Pay-Back or similar schemes 
to undertake additional maintenance along the 
New Cut, such as graffiti removal or litter 
clearance in accessible locations 

Whole 
Site 

AEO 
HES 
  

X X X X X   E, R, V 

No Objective Location 
 

Lead 
  

Y1 
 

2014 

Y2 
 

2015 

Y3 
 

2016 

Y4 
 

2017 

Y5 
 

2018 

Cost 
band £ 

Funding 
Source 

6.4 Information, Promotion and Education 

6.4.1 Maintain, manage and distribute information 
collected and produced by FrANC on the Avon 
New Cut 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC X X X X X   V 

6.4.2 Continue to engage with new groups and 
audiences from different backgrounds. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
  

X X X X X   E, V 

6.4.3 Continue to develop an education programme 
for the Avon New Cut with partners and local 
schools, including FrANC’s year-round 
programmes of walks, talks and other 
educational events. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
 

X X X X X <£5K E, V 

6.4.4 Review grant funding opportunities for works, 
activities and events. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
 

X X X X X   E, V, 
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No Objective Location 
 

Lead 
  

Y1 
 

2014 

Y2 
 

2015 

Y3 
 

2016 

Y4 
 

2017 

Y5 
 

2018 

Cost 
band £ 

Funding 
Source 

6.4.5 Promote FrANC and the Avon New Cut through 
the organisation’s website, newsletters, leaflets 
and events. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
  

X X X X X   E,V 

6.4.6 Maintain volunteer involvement in the 
maintenance and promotion of the Avon New 
Cut. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
WO 

X X X X X   E, V 

6.4.7 Establish and maintain connections with large 
visitor organisations such as the Museum and 
Information Services and the CREATE Centre. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
WO 

X X X X X   E, V 

6.4.8 Develop a series of information sheets for use 
with schools and for self-guided walks along 
the Avon New Cut. 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
WO 

    X     <£5K E,V 

6.4.9 Docks Estates Manager (DEM) attendance at 
FrANC meetings every 6 months to review 
Management Plan activities 

Whole 
Site 

FrANC 
DEM 

X X X X X   E,V 



35 

A Management Plan for The Avon New Cut 

7 Monitoring and Review 
This Management Plan is a working 
document. In order to adapt It to the 
changing pressures and opportunities 
affecting the Avon New Cut,  regular 
monitoring and review will need to take 
place  within the life of the Plan. The 
process of review will be supported by 
feedback gathered through regular 
consultation with the local community 
and other stakeholders.  
 

The following stages of management 
plan monitoring and review developed 
by Bristol City Council in consultation 
with stakeholders on other major open 
space sites, will also be adopted for this 
Plan:  
 
7.1 Quarterly Review  
 
Quarterly reviews will focus on the 
monitoring and reviewing site 
management and maintenance issues 
and to review site risk assessments. 
 
7.2 Six monthly review  
 
The Estate Services Officer for Docks 
will attend a Friends of the Avon New 
Cut Meeting to review progress of the 
Work Plan.  
 
 

7.3 Annual Review 
 
The Friends of the Avon New Cut will 
produce a short review of the Work 
Plan’s progress for its AGM. 
 

The Friends of the Avon New Cut will 
review the next year’s annual work plan 
at its AGM.  
 
7.4 Five Year Review 
 
A complete and comprehensive review 
of the Management Plan will be 
undertaken every five  years including a 
revision of the 5-year Work Plan. This 
process will involve consultation with 
the local community and other key 
stakeholders through a Management 
Plan Working Group, including 
developing specific consultation targets 
to help resolve any unaddressed 
issues. A summary of changes to the 
plan will be published and the 
Management Plan updated and re-
issued online so as to be available to 
community stakeholders. The SNCI will 
also be checked and reviewed to 
confirm its favourable conservation 
status and to enable any actions to be 
taken to be incorporated into a revised 
Management Plan.  

Looking west along the New Cut   
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Appendix 1— Detailed Wildlife Survey Results for the Avon New Cut  
 Phil Quinn and Ma� Pickard for Bristol City Council, 2009 

Phil Quinn (Ecology and Land use) and Matt Pickard (MPEcology) were commissioned by Bristol City Council (BCC) to undertake a field survey of 
the Docks Estate, including the Avon New Cut  during the summer of 2009. Primarily the survey was intended to inform the Council of the existing 
nature conservation value of the estate and in particular to identify: 
 
�� areas of high biodiversity value; 
�� locations of rare or uncommon species; 
�� areas where protected species may reasonably be presumed present; 
�� opportunities for habitat enhancement and improved public enjoyment. 
 
The following information is the detailed survey description for the Avon New Cut, split into sections as identified on the summary map 
shown in section 3.4.3 of the Management Plan.   
 
NC1: West of Brunel Way 
 
Habitat encompassing the northern bank of the New Cut grading from bare estuarine sediments through saltmarsh communities to a fringe of amenity 
grassland with small patches of scrub. Sea aster (Aster tripolium) punctuates the bare mud of the lower saltmarsh but quickly grades into a sward 
supporting common saltmarshgrass (Puccinellia martima), sea clubrush (Bolboschoenus maritima) and sea couch (Elytrigia atherica). Wild celery 
(Apium graveolens) and wild turnip (Brassica napus ssp. campestris) occur within the drier, upper saltmarsh then ruderal species and bramble scrub 
form a fringe at the crest of the river bank. NC1 also supports a fringe of mown amenity grassland. A lesser whitethroat (Sylvia curruca) was recorded 
from scrub within NC1 during the June 2009 survey. 
 
Management  
Very little management is required here. No apparent need for any herbicide applications and none are recommended here. Ensure scrub remains 
part of this area as it has proven value for breeding birds 
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NC2: New Cut adjacent to the Create Centre 
 
A continuation of the saltmarsh habitat described by NC1 is present but also an upper fringe of rough grassland and stands of scrub/trees. Alders 
(Alnus sp.), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus), poplars (Populus sp.), ash (Fraxinus excelsior) elder (Sambucus nigra) and butterfly-bush (Buddleja 
davidii) are present. Bracken also occurs. A naturalised species, hoary cress (Lepidium draba) is frequent in parts of the rough grassland habitat. 
 
Management 
Very little management is required here. No apparent need for any herbicide applications and none are recommended here. Ensure scrub remains 
part of this area as it has proven value for breeding birds. 
 
NC2B: Bristol Harbour Railway 
 
NC2B encompasses the railway line connecting Butterfly Junction (CB11) with the Bristol dock railway terminus (HA16). In common with both of 
these plots, the line supports a rich and varied flora of both native and alien plant species. This plot forms connectivity within the docks and is 
considered one of the biodiversity "hotspots". Non-native, Johnson-grass is present. No change to the ad hoc management approach is advised. 
However, the use of herbicides should be restricted and when required, applied "patchily" only where required rather than throughout (allowing at 
least some annual and biennial species to flower and set seed). 
 
Management 
As the current management regime appears to be ad hoc treatment when vegetation becomes problematic, there seems no reason to drastically 
amend practices. However, it is recommended that herbicide treatment is applied “patchily” i.e. only where required rather than over the entire rail 
estate. This approach would allow annual and biennial species, along parts of the docks line, to complete lifecycles and produce seed even if other 
sections are eradicated, thereby ensuring future biodiversity. 
 
NC3: Riverside Garden Centre & environs 
 
This plot encompasses amenity grassland of a park as well as urban habitat associated with the Riverside Garden Centre. The amenity grassland of 
the park is of improved character although hoary cress is locally present within the sward. Elsewhere, within hard-engineered habitats, a range of 
commonly occurring species was recorded, although vegetation was often sparse. A single plant of grey sedge was encountered at the base of a wall 
near the garden centre entrance. The eastern side of the entrance road supports a collection of sycamore trees; ground beneath the trees has been 
disturbed / re-landscaped and re-planted. It is possible this habitat supported a larger population of grey sedge and any other species formerly 
present may re-establish over time. 
 
Management 
Limited opportunity to encourage nature conservation enhancement exists here. It may be advantageous to allow some areas of amenity grassland to 
be managed as rough grassland cut only once a year (in early autumn or early spring). 
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NC4: Harbour Railway Saltmarsh 
 
This plot follows the northern banks of the New Cut and incorporates two elements: saltmarsh habitat; and a paved footpath. However, the 
infrequently-used railway of NC2B is closely associated given its proximity (particularly to the footpath). The saltmarsh here is typical of this habitat 
along the entire length of the New Cut with sea aster, sea couch, creeping bent, common saltmarsh-grass and prostrate orache being very common 
and locally dominant. There are occasional large blocks of sea club-rush, common scurvy-grass and sea plantain are also frequent. Close to the base 
of the wall, where small areas of soil escape all but the highest spring tides, or are subject to low timeframes of inundation, common reed (Phragmites 
australis) can form small but very visible populations along with stands of red fescue. On the lower sections of the masonry wall, and also within the 
saltmarsh itself, there are frequent specimens of the maritime form of curled dock (Rumex crispus littoreus) and greater sea-spurrey (Spergularia 
media). 
 
The upper sections of the wall support a typical flora of alien and native casuals uch as Austrian yellow-cress, rat’s-tail fescue, some intermediate 
polypody, and buddleja. Some freshwater wetland species such as hemlock water-dropwort are also present on the higher sections of wall. The 
paved footpath runs parallel to the river and atop the masonry wall which demarcates the edge of the saltmarsh. There is a poor flora associated 
directly with the pavement, species growing on the adjacent saltmarsh wall and the adjacent old railway line spill over onto the edges of the path 
which would appear to receive some herbicide application. In addition the piers of the footbridge linking Cumberland Road with Coronation Road 
(Greenway Bush Lane) have several cavities and cracks within the masonry that would appear suitable for pipistrelle and Myotis bat species. These 
features were not accessible to the survey team. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Allow wall flora to develop by restricting use of herbicides. Only use herbicides on horizontal surfaces 
when absolutely necessary. The piers of the footbridge linking Cumberland Road with Coronation Road (Greenway Bush Lane) have several cavities 
and cracks within the masonry that would appear suitable for pipistrelle and Myotis bat species. These features should be subject to a bat survey 
prior to any works taking place on them. 
 
NC5: Coronation Road (West) 
 
A long stretch of the south bank opposite NC4. There is also a section of cliff opposite section NC6, however, for the most part NC5 consists of a 
masonry revetment wall partially obscured by estuarine silt. The lower levels of this section comprise a thin band of less dense saltmarsh similar to 
that described for NC4. Sea couch is dominant on the wall, with sea aster (Aster tripolium), common saltmarshgrass ((Puccinellia maritima) and 
common scurvy-grass (Cochlearia officinalis)common or frequent. The density and variety of the saltmarsh vegetation is somewhat suppressed by 
the significant cover of mature and semi-mature trees and shrubs growing on top of the bank, in a 10-20m wide band of semi-natural woodland 
running between the river and Coronation Road. Sycamore is dominant within this woodland but ash and elder are also frequent, along with sections 
where bramble is common. Around drain outfalls the woody vegetation is younger with frequent English elm (Ulmus procera) and bramble. There is a 
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herb robert (Geranium robertianum), and a large number of non-native garden escapes, many of which were not identified to genus or species level. 
A large clump of an alien meadow-rue (Thalictricum sp.) is present close to the pavement, approximately 30m east of the junction with Camden 
Road. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Allow wall flora to develop by restricting use of herbicides. Only use herbicides on horizontal surfaces 
when absolutely necessary. Allow secondary woodland to continue to develop although there may be opportunities for glade creation but only if 
bramble and other self-seeding vegetation is allowed to develop. Glade creation will benefit a wide range of invertebrate and some bird species. 
 
NC6: New Cut Cliff 
 
The central feature of this section is a cliff of native rock on the right north bank, which is particularly impressive when viewed from downstream at low 
tide. Either side of this cliff there is masonry revetment walling. The infrequently-used harbour railway runs under Cumberland Road at the western 
end of this section and is not described here (see NC2B). 
 
The cliff section is marked by an area of semi-mature broadleaved woodland with a number of large common limes (Tilia x europaea) planted 
adjacent to the paved footpath, which runs along the southern side of Cumberland Road. Sycamore and hawthorn (Cretaegus monogyna) are the 
dominant woody species and there are many alien shrubs. Significant areas of scrub and open glades of rank grassland and tall herbs are also 
present and appeared to support a good diversity of invertebrate species (a specimen of scarlet tiger (Callimorpha dominula) was recorded here on 
4th June 2009). A significant feature of this section is the very large number of ivy broomrape plants recorded adjacent to the footpath; in excess of 
400 spikes were recorded at this site at the time of survey. This makes NC6 the most significant site for this species within the survey area. East of 
the cliff a disused stone-paved slipway runs down from Cumberland Road to the top of a masonry revetment wall set approximately 8 metres below 
road level. This revetment wall supports a 4 metre wide flat area running between the wall and the masonry revetment wall supporting the road. The 
Gaol Ferry footbridge crosses the New Cut at this point. The flat area is open and grass dominated in the west and supports an increasingly dense 
young scrub component to the east. An abandoned swan’s nest was recorded here. 
 
There is very little saltmarsh here as the steep cliff and steep revetment wall appear to prevent the accumulation of sediment found elsewhere along 
the New Cut. Saltmarsh species such as greater sea-spurrey (Spergularia media), sea plantain (Plantago maritima) and common scurvy-grass are 
found in low numbers on the revetment wall. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Allow wall flora to develop by restricting use of herbicides. There should be no need for herbicide 
applications. Allow secondary woodland to continue to develop. Ensure the retention of a large area of bramble/ open scrub / tall herb vegetation as 
this is important for invertebrates. 
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NC7: God’s Garden 
 
This is a partially landscaped area with mown grass and trimmed shrubs along with seating and steps leading from Cumberland Road. A short but 
steep bank leads down from Cumberland Road to a level grassy area; this bank has some semimature common lime and ash, along with elder and a 
young English oak. Ivy is dominant under the more shady part of this bank, which also supports a large population of ivy broomrape; over fifty spikes 
of this species were recorded here.The less shaded areas are dominated by false oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius) and low bramble, with abundant 
cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris). Also of note is a large patch of stone parsley (Sison amomum), which is an unusual native species to record in an 
urban location. 
 
The mown grassy area is generally species poor but a grassy ramp in the east of his section supports a population of salad burnet (Sanguisorba 
minor), a species normally associated with species-rich neutral and calcareous grasslands. A masonry revetment wall runs around the riverside of 
this section and connects with the outer walls of Bathurst Basin (HA20). The upper levels of this wall support wetland plants such as skullcap and 
hemlock water-dropwort and on the mid and lower levels there are saltmarsh species, such as wild celery (Apium graveolens),greater sea-spurrey, 
sea arrow-grass (Triglochin maritima) and sea couch. These species, in addition to sea aster, common saltmarsh-grass and common scurvygrass 
are also present in a thin band of saltmarsh vegetation at the base of the wall. 
 
Management 
There is little opportunity to enhance this area by adopting different management techniques. The saltmarsh needs no management and there is no 
need to apply herbicides to any feature here. 
 
NC8: Private car park 
 
A small private car park on a series of terraces, situated on a small promontory south of the Commercial Road Bridge. This site is surrounded by 
security fencing on the landward side. The river side consists of a masonry wall with a toe of estuarine silt and a thin band of typical saltmarsh 
species as previously described. The building on site could be a potential bat roost. A number of semi-mature planted trees such as silver birch 
(Betula pendula), crack willow and cultivated apples are planted as landscape features. 
 
Management 
Allow wall flora to develop by restricting use of herbicides. Only use herbicides on horizontal surfaces when absolutely necessary. 
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NC9: Coronation Road (East) 
 
This is very similar to section NC5 Coronation Road (West), however, it differs in the revetment masonry wall being more pronounced and the woody 
vegetation on the upper bank is more scrub dominated. The species composition is still dominated by sycamore with abundant elder and young ash. 
Bramble and occasionally traveller’sjoy (Clematis vitalba) are also occasionally abundant. One of the many garden escapes present along the New 
Cut includes periwinkle (Vinca sp) which has invaded the scrubby woodland to the east of Gaol Ferry Foot-bridge. The lower walls support a sparse 
saltmarsh flora with sea couch very common. Saltmarsh species are more prevalent on the toe of estuarine silt at the foot of the wall, sea aster and 
prostrate orache (Atriplex prostrata) are distinctive here. A single plant of giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum) was also found. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Allow wall flora to develop by restricting use of herbicides. Only use herbicides on horizontal surfaces 
when absolutely necessary. Allow secondary woodland to continue to develop although there may be opportunities for glade creation but only if 
bramble and other self-seeding vegetation is allowed to develop. Glade creation will benefit a wide range of invertebrate and some bird species. 
 
NC10: Commercial Road 
 
Running along the north bank between the Commercial Road Bridge and the Bedminster Bridge complex, this section has a revetment masonry wall 
that increases gradually but substantially in height eastwards. In the west of this section there is an area of upper saltmarsh above normal high tide, 
where sea couch is dominant. Shrubs such as buddleia are present close to the road along with bittersweet (Solanum dulcamara) and great lettuce 
(Lactuca virosa). Alexanders (Smyrnium olusatrum), hemp-agrimony and hemlock water-dropwort are also common here. Below this revetment there 
is a strip of middle saltmarsh with the occasional clump of sea club-rush (Bolboschoenus maritimus) and a typical array of middle saltmarsh species. 
The revetment wall supports some casual species and is not particularly noteworthy. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Allow wall flora to develop by restricting use of herbicides. Only use herbicides on horizontal surfaces 
when absolutely necessary. 
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NC11: Bedminster Bridge 
 
This is in effect a large traffic island with several major roads converging on a pair of bridges. The roads enclose approximately 50m of river bank on 
both sides and also two semi-circular areas of short-mown grassland with planted trees and shrubs. The banks of the river here are tall masonry 
revetment walls with sparse upper saltmarsh flora growing upon them, as well as a sparse flora of native and nonnative casual species. A middle 
saltmarsh community, with dominant sea aster and occasional sea club-rush, prostrate orache, sea plantain, sea scurvy-grass, sea couch and the 
maritime form of curled dock (Rumex crispus ssp. littoreus) occurs on the estuarine mud at the toe of this embankment. 
 
The grassy areas are surprisingly species-rich but mostly in annual weed species, favoured by disturbance caused by recent earthworks. The most 
notable species is bur chervil (Anthriscus caucaulis), an uncommon native species of disturbed ground. The trees and shrubs are mostly non-native. 
Blackbirds (Turdus merula) were recorded foraging on these grassy areas. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Do not use herbicides on the mown grassland areas or the walls. Acknowledge that much of the nature 
conservation interest here arises from ad hoc disturbance to the sward by road and associated infrastructure works. 
 
NC12: Clarence Road 
 
Another north bank section with a high masonry revetment wall, this is very similar to the wall and narrow strip of saltmarsh present in NC11. Sea 
couch is common in the upper parts of the saltmarsh, where there is also some occasional hemlock water-dropwort. Half-way along this section there 
is a footbridge, and to the east of this the revetment wall has a sloping bank dominated by sea couch with abundant hemlock water-dropwort, 
creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), hedge bindweed (Calystegia sepium) and buddleia.  
 
Management 
No management required here. 
 
NC13: York Road 
 
The masonry revetment here is surmounted by a sloping bank dominated by sea couch and occasional common reed. Below this bank there is a 
sparse saltmarsh community on the wall and on the toe of sediment at the base of the wall. Above the bank there is very dense scrub with occasional 
mature and semi-mature trees. A significant stand of Japanese knotweed is present immediately east of the roundabout at NC11. A large fig tree also 
grows on the upper banks of the New Cut near the junction between Spring Street and York Road. 
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Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Allow wall flora to develop by restricting use of herbicides. Only use herbicides on horizontal surfaces 
when absolutely necessary. Allow secondary woodland to continue to develop although there may be opportunities for glade creation but only if 
bramble and other self-seeding vegetation is allowed to develop. Glade creation will benefit a wide range of invertebrate and some bird species. 
 
NC14: Bath Bridge 
 
Similar to section NC11, this is effectively a traffic island with two bridges carrying several major roads and enclosing small semi-circular areas of 
amenity grassland, flowerbeds and planted trees. There are also sections of steeply sloping river bank; the upper levels comprise dense scrub, rough 
species-poor grassland and tall herbs. Below this is a sea couch dominated upper saltmarsh community, and below this is a typical middle saltmarsh 
community, with abundant sea aster and prostrate orache. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Do not use herbicides on the mown grassland areas or the walls. Acknowledge that much of the nature 
conservation interest here arises from ad hoc disturbance to the sward by road and associated infrastructure works. 
 
NC15: West of Temple Meads Bridge 
 
Another small section, defined by the large railway bridge supporting the southern half of Temple Meads Station. The northern bank consists of a 
narrow level area adjacent to the road, which then slopes steeply down to the river. These habitats support a dense community of semi-mature trees 
and shrubs, a mixture of native and non-native species. Ivy dominates the ground flora and some specimens of stinking iris (Iris feotidissima) grow 
near the railway bridge. Stinking iris is a native species usually associated with mature secondary woodlands on limestone substrates. Below the 
scrub layer there is a bank of sea couch-dominated upper saltmarsh which grades into a typical narrow belt of middle saltmarsh. The southern bank 
consists of a tall concrete revetment wall with abundant buddleia and cotoneaster (Cotoneaster sp.) at its crest. A narrow band of middle saltmarsh 
community, including some sea club-rush is present at its base. 
 
Management 
No management is required for the saltmarsh. Allow the woodland and scrub community to develop. 
 
NC16 - 20  
 
NC16 – NC20 have not been included within this management plan due to them falling outside the boundaries of the New Cut as defined in section 
3.2 (page 8)  
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Appendix 2— Summary of species found within the Avon New Cut 
Informa�on taken from FrANC website www.franc.org.uk   

Flora 
 
Stinking Iris, Ivy, Ivy Broomrape, Common Broomrape, Knapweed, Meadow Cranes Bill and Pyramidal Orchid are of particular note along the Avon 
New Cut  
 
Vascular Plants 
A total of 425 species (including distinct sub-species) of vascular plant have been identified along the New Cut including Butterfly Bush, Hemlock 
Water-Dopwort, Guernsey Fleabane, Ivy-leaved Toadflax, Annual Meadow Grass, Herb Robert, Dandelion, Smooth Sowthistle, Rats Tail Fescue, 
Great Lettuce, Bramble, Black Medic, Perennial Rye-Grass, Hoary Willowherb, Creeping Bent, Common Mouse Ear, Procumbant Pearlwort, Fern-
grass, Broad-leaved Willowherb and Yorkshire-Fog. 
 

The most frequent 20 species identified are mainly high dock wall species; they are a mixture of native and alien species. In addition a number of 
pavement crack specialist such as Meadow Grass and Procumbent Pearlwort were identified. 
 
Ferns 
A total of 10 fern species have been identified including Wall Rue, Maidenhair Spleenwort, Intermediate Polypody, Harts Tongue, Rustyback, Male 
Fern, Broad Buckler Fern and Bracken. 
 

The presence of Maidenhair Fern is particularly noteworthy; this species is a native plant of limestone cliffs and rock crevices near the sea so this 
Fern may have originated from a local garden or houseboat. 
 
Alien Flora 
Alien shrubs are widespread throughout the New Cut, the Butterfly Bush being an important food source for invertebrates. Many of these arrived with 
cargos unloaded at the docks this includes, Beggarticks and Shaggy-Soldier. 
 

Alien grasses present are of significant nature conservation interest they have the potential to become an important component in the local urban 
ecosystem. These include Yellow Bristle Grass, Green Bristle Grass, Annual Beard Grass, Canary Grass and Johnson Grass the most widespread 
being Water Bent and Hairy Finger Grass. 
 
Trees  
The following trees have been recorded on the Avon New Cut: Alder, Apple, Ash, Blackthorn, Buddleia, Cherry, Common Lime, Crab Apple, 
Elder, English Elm, Field Maple, Fig, Hawthorn, Hazel, Holly, Hornbeam, Horse Chestnut, Japanese Spindle, London Plane, Norway Maple,  
Oak, Rowan, Silver Birch, Sycamore, Wayfaring Tree, White Poplar, Whitebeam, Willow.  
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Flora Recorded by the Friends of the Avon New Cut  
 

In April 2005 (A), August 2005 (B), June 2006 (C), May 2007 (D), July 2008 (E), June 2011 (F) 
 

Section 1 Vauxhall Bridge to Gaol Ferry Bridge (South bank) 
Section 2 Gaol Ferry Bridge to Vauxhall Bridge (North bank) 
Section 3 Vauxhall Bridge to Ashton Bridge (North bank) 

Flowers 1 2 3 

Alexanders A A AE 

Antirrhinum   D   
Bluebell AD A A 

Bastard Cabbage   B B 

Bellflower, trailing C     
Bindweed (convolvulus) BCD   E 

Biting Stonecrop (yellow)   C CEF 

Black Medick     EF 

Black Mustard     BCEF 

Bramble ABCD ABCD ABCEF 

Bristly Oxtongue     EF 

Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea     EF 

Buddleia B B BCEF 

Burdock BC   E 

Bush Vetch     F 

Butchers Broom DE     
Buttercup ACD ACD F 

Campanula D     
Chickweed     EF 

Charlock     F 
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Flowers 1 2 3 

Chicory     BEF 

Cleavers     EF 

Clover, red     CE 

Clover, white     BCEF 

Cotoneaster   B F 

Cow Parsley ACD ACD F 

Cowslip A     
Cranesbill, Cut-leaved     EF 

Cranesbill, Dove’s-foot   A CF 

Creeping Cinquefoil     F 

Creeping Thistle     E 

Crow Garlic BCD D B 

Daffodil A A   
Daisy, Ox-eye ACD   ACF 

Dandelion AD AD F 

Dock, Broad-leaved CD BD EF 

Dog Rose     ABCE 

Elder CD   EF 

English Scurvy Grass   ABCD ABCE 

Evening Primrose B     
Everlasting Pea     B 

Fat Hen ABD AD A 

Feverfew CD ACD   
Field Garlic A   F 

Fleabane, Canadian     EF 
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Fleabane, Common     BEF 

Fools Parsley   BC BCE 

Forget-Me-Not A     
Garlic Mustard D   F 

Golden Rod B B B 

Goat’s Beard     F 

Grape Hyacinth A A A 

Great Lettuce     EF 

Great Willow Herb B B BEF 

Green Alkanet ACD C F 

Groundsel A A A 

Hawk’s Beard   C CEF 

Hawkweed D C CF 

Hedge Mustard BCD ACD CEF 

Hemlock Water Dropwort     E 

Flowers 1 2 3 

Hemp Agrimony B BD BEF 

Herb Robert ABCD ABCD ABCEF 

Hoary Cress     EF 

Hoary Willow Herb B   BEF 

Hogweed CD CD   
Honesty   A   
Honeysuckle, Wilson’s     F 

Hop Trefoil     F 

Iris AB B   
Ivy BD BD F 

Ivy Broomrape BCD BCD   
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Ivy Leaved Toadflax ABD ABCD ABCEF 

Knotgrass     E 

Lesser Celandine A A A 

Lesser Trefoil     F 

Lesser Willow Herb BD B BE 

Lettuce, Greater Prickly B   E 

Mallow     BCEF 

Meadow Pea D     
Medick, black   D AE 

Mexican Fleabane   BCD   
Michaelmas Daisy   B BE 

Montbretia B B   
Mouse-ear, Common     EF 

Mugwort B   EF 

Mullein   B   
Narcissi A     
Nettle ABCD A AEF 

Nightshade, woody / bittersweet   D   
Nipplewort C C CF 

Orache, Spear-leaved   B F 

Pellitory-of-the-Wall   BC F 

Periwinkle AD A A 

Pink Oxalis CD     
Plantain (narrow leaved & broad leaved) D BD ABCEF 

Primrose A     
Privet CD     

Flowers 1 2 3 
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Procumbent Pearlwort     F 

Purple Toadflax B ABCD ABCEF 

Ragwort, Common ABC ABC ABCEF 

Ragwort, Oxford     EF 

Rock Spurrey   B   
Rose-bay Willow Herb     BEF 

Rosy Garlic CD     
Rough Chervil D     
Scarlet Pimpernel   B   
Sea Aster A ABD ABEF 

Sea Couch     F 

Sea Plantain   BD   
Sea Purslain   B   
Shepherd’s Purse A A A 

Small-flowered Cranesbill BD   BCE 

Sowthistle ABCD BC BEF 

Spear Thistle BD C CEF 

Speedwell A A A 

Spindleberry AB     
St. Johns Wort   BCD CEF 

Spurge, Petty     F 

Spurge, Sun     A 

Teasel     ABEF 

Thistle, Creeping     F 

Toothed Medick   B AB 

Flowers 1 2 3 
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Traveller’s Joy (Clematis) ABC ABCD BCEF 

Treacle Mustard   D   
Valarian, pink BC BCD BCEF 

Valarian, white D D BCE 

Vervain   BC BCEF 

Vetch, tufted   CD   
Wall Lettuce BD CD CEF 

Wall Rocket     CEF 

Weld     EF 

White Stonecrop     E 

Wild Barley     E 

Wild Carrot B D EF 

Wild Celery     BE 

Winter Heliotrope     F 

Wood Avens     F 

Wood Sage     E 

Flowers 1 2 3 

Observed at Butterfly Junction (2008-2011) 
Autumn Hawkbit Rose-bay Willow Herb 
Black Medick Round-leaved Cranesbill 
Creeping Cinquefoil Sedge 
Clover (red and white) Self-heal 
Corn Salad Small-flowered Melilot 
Crow Garlic Tansy 
Purple Toadflax Vervain 
Ragwort Vetch 
Red Bartsia Yarrow (Milfoil) 
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Fauna 
 
Invertebrates 
At least 19 species of Lepidoptera (butterflies) have been identified at the Butterfly Junction Wildlife Area including; Brimstone, Clouded Yellow, 
Comma, Common Blue, Gatekeeper, Green-Veined White, Large Skipper, Large White, Marbled White, Meadow Brown, Orange Tip, Painted Lady, 
Peacock, Red Admiral, Ringlet, Small Copper, Small Skipper, Small Tortoiseshell, Small White, Speckled Wood, Scarlet Tiger, Cinnabar Moth and 
Mullein Moth. 
 

Odonata  (dragonflies/damsel flies) identified at the New Cut include; Azure Blue Damsel Fly, Branded Demoiselle, White legged Camselfly, Large 
Red Damselfly and Blue Tailed Damselfly. 
 

Other order invertebrates identified included; Bees, Grasshoppers, Rose Chafer, Harlequin Beetle and an Asian Ladybird. 
 

Freshwater and Brackish Mollusc was also identified including Zebra Mussels and Freshwater Shrimp. 
 
Mammals 
No detailed mammal surveys have been undertaken at the Avon New Cut. The site offers some good habitats for foraging bats, particularly in areas 
that are likely to produce good numbers of insects. There have been unconfirmed reports of otter field signs; foxes and badgers have been recorded 
on the south bank; the semi-mature woodland along sections of the New Cut would be expected to attract grey squirrel and rats are known to live 
along various sections of the banks.    
 
Birds 
Avon New Cut supports a large number of bird species including; breeding House Martins, Blackbirds, Robins, Mute Swan, Canada Goose, Mallard, 
Moorhen, Lesser Black Backed Gull, Herring Gull, Wood Pigeon, Feral Pigeon, Sand Martin, Grey Wagtail, Pied Wagtail, Wren, Dunnock, Mistle 
Thrush, Blackcap, Lesser Whitethroat, Sedge Warbler, Chiffchaff, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Long Tailed Tit, Carrion Crow, Jackdaw, Magpie, House 
Sparrow, Chaffinch, Goldfinch and Greenfinch. 
 
Fish 
Little data exists on the fish population of the New Cut although it is thought likely to resemble that of the lower reaches of the River Avon which 
includes Roach, Bream, Perch, Eel, Dace, Carp, Flounder and numerous small shoaling fish. 
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